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Subject: Respondent's arguments to adopt the Proposed Decision, as proposed by the Administrative Law Judge,

the Honorable Judge Danette C. Brown, Office of Administrative Hearings, the Industrial Disability Retirement
(IDR) benefits, on behalf of Sheldon K. Scarber.

Dear CalPERS Board:

INTRODUCTION

To the honorary members of the Board of CalPERS, individually, collectively and respectively; I Sheldon
"Kyle" Scarber, (hereafter referred to as "Respondent"), former Assistant Chief, California Highway Patrol, do

respectfully request the Board to adopt the Proposed Decision (twice reviewed) by the same Administrative Law

Judge, the Honorable Judge Brown, and render a final decision awarding Respondent IDR benefits, without
further deliberation, retroactive to Respondent's effective retirement date. This similar matter was previously
before the Board; whereas, the Board voted in favor granting Respondent IDR benefits. Additionally, Respondent

respectfully requests this present matter be designated as precedent, whole or in part, if adopted.

BACKGROUND

Respondent was employed as an Officer for the California Highway Patrol beginning February 16, 1989,

until August 29,2013, at which time he had risen to the rank of Assistant Chief. By virtue of his employment,
respondent was a state safety member of CalPERS. Respondent began receiving service retirement benefits
effective October 31, 2013, upon obtaining age 50.

Respondent was placed off duty by his predesignated, treating physician and unable to perform the critical
tasks required of his position from December 20,2012, through current date. Respondent has yet to be medically
released to obtain employment due to current and ongoing medical condition(s), which have culminated into a

life-long, debilitating disease diagnosed as Arachnoiditis^; resulting in paralysis from the waist down,

' Arachnoiditis is a pain disorder caused by the inflammation of the arachnoid, one of the membranes that surrounds and
protects the nerves of the spinal cord. It is characterized by severe stinging, buming pain, and neurological problems.
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