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10/10/2012

To CalPERS - Benefits Services Division

Re Debbie Hinojosa

I was recently made aware that | am ehgible for CalPERS retirement benefits 1 was ijured at my
employment with Fillmore Umified School District on 01/29/2009 and my employment ended with Fillmore

Unified 02/23/2010

While injured [ was never informed that | could have been collecting a disability retirement from CalPERS
The reason | left employment was because of my injury and [ have remained in jured and disabled ever

, Since

I was actually made aware of the normal retirement recently when my old union representative contacted me
and actually came to my home to help me fill out the service retirement application She came over on
10/09/2012 1 was ready to submit my service retrement application when | was contacted by a CalPERS

representative

The PERS representanve informed me that I could be ehgible to quahfy for Disability Retirement and |

should have submitted the paperwork when I left Fillmore Unified

What | am requesting 1s that CalPERS allow me to backdate my retirement date to the day after my last day
on payroll which was 02/23/2010 | was uninformed and would have submitted any and all documents to

CalPERS had | been aware that 1 had these benefits

Please adjust my retirement date to be effective after my benefits ended with Fillmore Unified School

District

Thank you n advance

Swncerely

Debbte Hinojosa
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Anthony Suine, Chief Benefit Services Division . CALPEHQ Vi
CalPERS - Benefit Services Division DG & 17
PO Box 2796
Sacramento, CA 95812-2796 203 SEP 19 AH 9 10

RE  Debbie Hinojosa’
Dear Mr Sume,

Thus letter 1s an Appeal of the CalPERS détermination regarding my request of an earlier
retwement date for disability reasons

When I ran out of paid leave with my school district, Fillmore Unified School Distnict, 1
hoped that I would be able to get well and return to work That was why I didn’t apply
for a disability retirement immedately afterward My District placed me on a 39 months
rehire list (health leave of absencc) pending an improvement i my health disability

There 1s a government code Section 21183 that requires an employer (the school district)
to apply for a Disability Retrement when an employee cannot return to work due to a
physical condition - after exhaustion of all leaves Although in a prior questionnaire my
husband said that 1 did not advise Fillmore Umified School District of my disability and
my nabihity to return to work In fact, the school district must have known of my
nability to return to work because it was a Workers' Compensation case Therr Risk
Manager should have known The Dsstrict should have sent a Disability Retirement to
CalPERS for me : "

At the time I ran out of leave, | was on multiple medications - for various reasons, |

~ continue on many of these medications [ truly did not know | was ehigible for a

disability retirement at that time 1 do not remember requesting the estimates you
mentioned in your letter of August 26, 2013 However, I do have a copy of the estimate
done for me on October 9, 2012 This was Just a few days before I completed my
application for a Disabihity Retirement

| have not worked since January 29, 2009, when [ was iyured at work So far, I've had
three back surgenes and more may be pending | am not well — I have not healed My
last pard day with the District was 02/23/2010

Had my school district explaned to me that I was ehgible for a disability retirement, |
would have apphed much sooner The School District broke the law when they didn't
apply for a disability retwement for me

Please reconsider my request to begin my CalPERS Disability payment on 02/24/201

Thank you for your attention to this ver
DAY,

Debbte Hinojosa
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