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nstella says:
August 20th, 2012 at 10:39 am

There is all this talk about overhauling Medicare but it seems a lot of the work is around the edges. Making
it more profitable (or instilling penalties) for providers to “do the right thing” for patients being paid by
Medicare is still assuming the providers are motivated and available to manage the patients — beginning to
end. That is a false assumption— why should the providers do that? Why would it not be better served by a
body of folks that are working for the Medicare recipient and their family? They will be more motivated to
ensure the right treatments are made and the right decisions are on hand, for the goal of better patient
care, not just accountability for meeting a large population based quality measure... Medicare should look
to the consumers to help overhaul and demand support from those that can give it objectively and

efficiently. Why keep trying to squeeze blood out of a turnip....?

Johnathon RosSS says:
August 20th, 2012 at 9:33 am

Every other wealthy developed nation has a system with primary care as a priority and a national health
care budget to enforce cost control. Their outcomes are consistently superior to ours. We have seen the
same with our own national system with a budget for Veterans which has consistently demonstrated better

outcomes than the rest of our sickness care non-system.

What is the value added of the private insurers? Every new approach to cost control is coming out of
Medicare via government regulation as you have outlined. Where in health care has competition rather than
cooperation and coordination resulted in lower costs and better outcomes. It is fantasy to believe that
competition between private for profit insurers will ever result in better outcomes and cost control than a
publicly accountable national health insurance program that includes everyone and focuses on primary
care under a budget. As a primary care provider myself, | would like to compete against disease and

disability in my community and nation not against my caregiving colleagues.

http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/16/bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century/[11/26/2012 1:33:53 PM]


http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/all-categories/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/all-categories/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/competition/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/consumers/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/health-reform/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/medicare/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/payment/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/policy/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/quality/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/category/spending/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/16/bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century/feed/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2012/08/16/bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century/trackback/
http://www.scoop.it/t/sykes-telehealth/p/2432822204/bring-medicare-into-the-twenty-first-century-health-affairs-blog
javascript:ToggleLayers('authormenu_3')
javascript:ToggleLayers('authormenu_4')

	healthaffairs.org
	Bring Medicare Into The Twenty-First Century – Health Affairs Blog




